First EU-Serbia interparliamentary meeting underlines EU role

The present particularly delicate political situation in Serbia requires and justifies a reinforced political commitment and involvement of the European Union", concluded the first EU-Serbia Interparliamentary Meeting, which took place in Brussels on November 21-22. The meeting also urged Serbian political forces to implement the new Constitution fairly, with the involvement of civil society, and to respect democratic standards for the electoral campaign for the parliamentary elections scheduled for January 21.

The conclusions noted that the meeting "sincerely regretted" the suspension last May of the negotiations for an Association and Stabilisation Agreement between the EU and Serbia, and looked forward to an early resumption and a rapid conclusion of the Agreement.

Hopes of progress on specific improvements and reforms were expressed throughout the meeting conclusions. There was encouragement for a more resolute and timely response to the cases of ill-treatment by the police or individual cases of torture; concern over inadequate pre-trial detention and prison conditions are inadequate; regret that Parliament had executed party decisions depriving members of Parliament of their mandates and had not taken action to prevent and sanction hate speech; and emphasis on the importance of inter-ethnic dialogue and cooperation in Serbia.

In places the conclusions were uncompromising: "taking into account the structural weaknesses, corruption, organised crime impact, obstruction to reforms from parts of the institutional, political, military and governmental security systems and attempts of politicization of the administration and the judiciary", the meeting called for accelerated reform of the judiciary, complete transfer of border control competences from the army to the police, and speeding up of ongoing trials for organised crime. It reminded Serbia that no progress was made on any of the remaining six fugitives from the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.

But there was also praise for improvements in the economic and business environment, for the Serbian authorities' "responsible attitude following the Montenegro state status referendum", and for Serbia's contribution to regional cooperation.

The meeting brought together members of the European Parliament Delegation for relations with the countries of South East Europe and, from the Parliament of Serbia, representatives of its Committees on European Integration and Foreign Affairs, and the committee for Kosovo and Metohija
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